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Jeff Miller’s
Simply-built
’62 Nova Wagon
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Text by Cameron Evans
PHOTOS BY HARLEY KOOPMAN

hose who've dreamed of owning an ultimate street

machine face a significant dilemma: Build it or buy

it? There are benefits and penalties to both sides,
with skills and pride sticking out the most. If you don't
have the mechanical experience to craft your dreams,
you're a purchaser. If you don't have the money to make
it happen, doing it yourself can save big dough. In the
middle of all this is common sense—these cars don’t gen-
erate major profits for the guys that build them. A guy
who understands what he wants from a street machine
can get a solid value if someone else with the initiative to
build it follows up on the same idea. This car is one of
those situations.

Grainger, Indiana’s Jeff Miller actually has the skills to
execute a proper street machine, but he’d been going
over the above notions in his head, thinking of an early
wagon on plus-size wheels while traveling to last year’s
SEMA Show. He’d built a ‘69 Pro Street Camaro in the
late ‘80s and sold it in 1993 to build a business, so he
knew how to get it all done. More importantly, he knew
the amount of money involved isn’t small. At SEMA, he
came across this wagon, a car that Pueblo, Colorado,
builder Eddie Potestio had completed just enough to
make a justified appearance in the Unlimited Quality
Products booth. When Miller saw this ‘62 Nova wagon,
his decision was made—make an offer on this car! It
would be far cheaper than reproducing it.....

In talking with Eddie and Darrell Mayabb, the artist
with the original concept, he learned that the two men
wanted to execute a wagon without setting records in the
labor department. After all, the aftermarket has every-
thing you need, so why re-invent the parts? That thought
is reality on wheels, here on these pages.

Many top builders start by figuring out what wheel
and tire sizes they'd like to run, then build around it.
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