EXCLUSIVE: VAN HALEN HAULER REBUI
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WHO WOULD HAVE THOUGHT YOU COULD MAKE

A HOT ROD PICKUP OUT OF A

TEXT AND PHOTOS BY KEVIN AGUILAR
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WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING AT HERE IS THE PRODUCT OF A WILD

ARTIST'S RENDERING THAT WAS BROUGHT TO LIFE. If you are still
scratching your head and wondering what the hell it is, then let's just put
it this way: it all started when Dennis Overholser, executive vice president
of Painless Performance Products, got a '52 Ford flathead V-8 engine and
a cab from a ‘78 Ford F-100. When he saw some of the latest drawings
that renowned hot rod artist Thom Taylor had come up with, Dennis start-
ed developing an idea about how to bring his paris together. While the
concept was still fresh in his mind, Dennis had Thom sketch it to see how
it could possibly look.

The rendering came out great and served as a blueprint for the build.
One of the major components on the list was the Flathead engine. The
previous owner had already bored the block .060 over, replaced the rotat-
ing assembly, and added a camshaft from Tatom Custom Engines. From
there, Dennis had Jeff Abbott add new piston rings, valve springs, a
Pertronix ignition and coil system, Taylor plug wires, R&M Specialties plug

wire looms and brackets, Edelbrock heads, and a Hildebrandt
oil filter system. For better cooling purposes for the tempera-
mental Flathead, Dennis adapted an Edelbrock water pump
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from a Ford 409-CID engin
Cooling Components electric fan to help
To get an optimum air/fuel mixture to the engi and
ciently, Dennis decided to engineer an EFI system for it. Si
engines have become more popular in the hot rod scene
there was no EFl system available for them, the one created on this
engine serves as a prototype for a kit that will be available later from
Painless Performance Products. What he developed was a computer and
wire harness that are matched with a pair of specially made F&B
Performance throttle bodies that are mounted on top of an Offenhauser
dual 2-BBL intake manifold. To protect the engine from incoming debris,
two O’Brien Truckers air scoops with cotton filters trap all particles and
keep them from entering the combustion chambers. To let remnant
gases out, a set of Sanderson Limefire headers flow air to the stainless
exhaust system. Firing up the Flathead is an Odyssey battery connected
to a Powermaster starter. Once the motor is running, a Powermaster
105-amp alternator takes over to power all of the electronics.
Transferring rotational force of the engine to the wheels is a '72 Ford
C4 three-speed automatic transmission that was rebuilt by Phoenix
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DENNIS OVERHOLSER
1978 Ford F-100
Weatherford, TX
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1. Since there are so many parts from different vehicles on this pickup, a custom frame had to be made to hold it all together. It was made from

2 x 4-inch rectangular tubing, and then Posies Rods and Customs’ hot rod lowering suspension components were added to it.

2&3. Obviously there are no pre-made seais designed for a heavily modified '78 F-100, so these low-back-style seats were custom made by
Eddie’s Rods and Customs. For that real rustic and classic look, they were covered in King Ranch leather.

(Abeve Right) The style of running a Flathead Ford engine has really picked up of late. To modernize his, Dennis made a fuel injection system
that is in the works at Painless Performance Products. It's wild to hear it because even though it’s a vintage motor, it now runs flawlessly and is

surprisingly quiet.







